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ology been promulgated, when the citizens saw from
the walls the Royal army, 12,000 foot and 3,000
horse, drawn up in order of battle before the suburbs
of St. Antoine and St. Martin. Charenton and all
the fortified places in the neighbourhood fell, and
although an attack on St. Denis was repulsed, the
city was soon closely invested.

Before the beginning of August, although some
precarious supplies had found their way through the
royal lines, and although the Jesuits and other re-
ligious houses had been compelled to produce their
private stores, the Parisians had well-nigh exhausted
the disgusting though common dietary of famine,
rats and other vermin, boiled leather, offal and the
like, and were compelled to have recourse to even
stranger and more hateful viands. By the advice of
the Spanish ambassador bones were collected from
the cemeteries, ground down and baked into loaves.
But those rarely survived who ate of this so-called
" bread of Mme. de Montpensier." That lady herself
refused, it was said, 2,000 crowns for her lap-dog,
reserving It for her last meal; but on what, mean-
time, was the animal itself fed ? A woman, and she
one of the wealthier sort, salted down her infants who
had died of starvation, but found in this Thyestean
banquet no sustenance, only madness and death.
The stomachs or fancy of the lansquenets was less
nice, if, as was believed, they carried off and roasted
any stray child they met.

On July 24th, the royal army, which had been
considerably reinforced, assaulted and carried the
suburbs. The walls of the city itself might no doubt